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MINUTES 
Foothills Regional Services Commission 
Waste Water Operations 
Monday May 25, 2026  
Zoom virtual meeting 

  
 Officers:  Harry Riva Cambrin, CAO    

    
Directors:  Benita Estes, Vice-Chair Foothills County Director 

Oliver Hallmark, Okotoks Director 
    
Staff:   Wiaan Kruger, Director of Public Works 
   Disha Joshi, Manager of Finance     

Sherri Barrett, Legislative Services Manager 
Courtney Russell, Commissions Coordinator   

 
Guest:    Rob Siewert, Reeve, Foothills County 

Suzanne Oel, Deputy Reeve, Foothills County 
John Callister, Councillor, Foothills County 
Laura Kendall, Councillor, Foothills County 
Morgan Stromsmoe, Regional Manager of Conservation, Habitat Asset 
Management, Ducks Unlimited 
Amy Marcotte, Frank Lake Stewardship Committee Chair 

 
Absent:   Michael Nychyk, Chair, High River Director 

Reginald Hammond, Director of Corporate Services 
 
Meeting Call 
to Order:  Vice-Chair Benita Estes called the meeting to order at 10:19 a.m. 
 
Additions: There were no additions to the agenda. 
  
Agenda Adoption: RESOLUTION 055/2026 

Moved by Director Oliver Hallmark that the agenda be accepted as presented. 
                                                                                    

CARRIED  
 
Minutes:  RESOLUTION 056/2026 

Moved by Director Oliver Hallmark that the minutes of the meeting held on 
Monday April 27, 2026 be accepted as presented. 

CARRIED 
 
Accounts Payable:  RESOLUTION 057/2026 

Moved by Director Oliver Hallmark that the accounts payable dated  
May 25, 2026 in the amount of $4,904.61 be accepted for payment. 
 

CARRIED  
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Operations Update:  Frank Lake Lift Station / Pipeline Update – Harry Riva Cambrin 
1. Pump #1 is still out for repair. Pump #2 and the pipeline running well. 

 
RESOLUTION 058/2026  

Moved by Director Oliver Hallmark that the Board accept the 2025 Draft 
Financial Statements presented on April 27, 2026, as prepared by Avail, LLP. 
 

          CARRIED  

Ducks Unlimited Presentation – Morgan Stromsmoe, Regional manager of Conservation, Habitat Asset  

   Management, Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) 

 

1. Ducks Unlimited (DUC) started in 1937 in the US and 1938 in Canada. 

2. Three wetland basins, 3100 acres of wetland and 1700 acres owned and 

partnered, grazing agreements & haying. 

3. Receive run off naturally from a large watershed called Gladys Ridge. 

4. The lake was mostly dry in the 1930’s & 1940’s. The lake went completely dry in 

1983 and was virtually dry until the early 90’s when the pipeline was 

constructed. 

5. IN 1975 DUC negotiated an agreement with the government on basins 1 & 2 

and received a water license for the impoundment of water that is still valid 

today. A sheet pile weir was constructed at the outlet of basin 2 for $30k. 

6. In 1989 there was a 13 km long pipeline from the regional wastewater facility 

site to carry tertiary treated water to the DUC Frank Lake project. 

7. Support wastewater needs of Cargill, High River & Okotoks. 

8. DUC constructed a cross-dyke and outlet structure in Basin 1 and upgraded 

outlets at Basins 2 & 3. DUC’s contribution to this project was approximately 

$630k, which included a contribution of $300k for the pipeline. 

9. 1989 – DUC obtained a diversionary water license from Alberta Environment for 

3000-acre feet of tertiary treated water and 2000-acre feet of water from the 

Highwood River. Development of regional waste water commission. 

10. DUC in partnership with Cargill has completed 2 temporary transfers out of the 

2000-acre ft diversion license out of the Highwood, these occurred in 2005 & 

2025. 

11. Maintenance erosion repair was completed in 2023 along basin 1 & 2.  
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 12. Native Plant Solutions (NPS) conducted a literature review and identification of 

potential mitigation actions in 2021. The study showed that there was water 

that was being short circuited. Rerouted basin 3 ditch in 2023. 

13. Increasing emergent vegetation cover will enhance the lake’s ability to deal 

with the high nutrient loads – recommendation to plant cattail.  

14. Prussian Carp research has been delayed because of staffing changes however 

is still a continued issue, negatively impact water, sediment and vegetation 

quality. 

 
Next Meeting:                 Next scheduled virtual meeting held on Monday June 22, 2026, at 9:30 a.m.   

Immediately following the Landfill Operations meeting. 
 
Adjournment:               RESOLUTION 059/2026 
 Moved by Director Oliver Hallmark that the May 25, 2026 Foothills Regional 

Services Commission – Waste Water Operations meeting be adjourned at 10:53 
a.m. 

CARRIED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Chairman 
 
  
 
 
____________________________ 

   CAO 


